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1. CALL TO ORDER – Latanya Gater 
 

Latanya Gater called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
Zoom Etiquette reminders: For the purpose of the meeting minutes please try to address 
Commissioners as Commissioner Last Name and use the raise hand feature and wait for 
Commissioner /Chairperson Gater to acknowledge you prior to speaking (this helps with ensuring 
one person is speaking at a time).  

By   Leslie Windless 
Present  Latanya Gater, Leslie Windless, Sadie Ziembowicz, Dewyna Bazzi & Heather 

Nicholson Bester  
Absent Gary Barkoff, Mo Baydoun, Councilman Dave Abdullah, & Treasurer Lisa 

Hicks-Clayton (all excused) 
 

3. APPROVAL OF AMENDED AGENDA 
 

Motion by Ziembowicz Seconded by Bazzi to accept the agenda as submitted. Motion carried.  
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion by Ziembowicz Seconded by Windless to approve the minutes as submitted. Motion carried. 
  

5. OLD BUSINESS  
a. Women's Leadership and Community Service Award: The winners of this award were 

Marilyn Somers, Nadia Berry, Najah Jannoun, Lori Fujita and Zeinab Zein. We acknowledge 
them with a certificate, publicly at the City Council meeting, and in local newspapers. We 
hope to do this every year with hopes that it will be bigger and better.  

b. Autism Acceptance Basket giveaway: We hosted a basket give away in honor of Autism 
acceptance/awareness month. We wanted residents to feel accepted and welcomed. We 
collected donations from the community. We donated to two families with approximately 
$300 worth of items in each basket. We received donations from the Dearborn Heights fire 
department, Dearborn Heights Police Department, D7 Secretaries, fellow commissioners, 
and local community members. Chairperson Gater will post pictures of the two recipients as 
she has received consent and media release forms.  
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6. NEW BUSINESS  
a. Introduction of new commissioners: We have a total of 4 new commissioners that will be 

joining us: Councilman Dave Abdallah, Treasurer Lisa Hicks-Clayton, Dewyna Bazzi, and 
Heather Nicholson Bester. 2 of our new members were not able to be here today. We 
humbly welcome everyone and are so happy to have you here. Commissioner Bazzi and 
Commissioner Heather Nicholson Bester both introduced themselves.  

b. Building bridges grant: We received this information from Commissioner Lisa Hicks-
Clayton. The Bridge Builders Project began with a pilot in 2020 in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic. The microgrant program launched was intended to encourage the acts of 
creativity, selflessness, and connection that we were seeing in Michigan in response to the 
isolation caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. This year, we have an opportunity to re-
emerge from the pandemic as co-creators of the future we want to see. We invite Michigan 
residents to imagine a future for their communities where trust and belonging thrive, 
individuals’ well-being is valued, and diversity and culture are celebrated community assets. 
The grant is for $500 and the deadline to apply is May 31, 2021. Commissioner Windless will 
apply for the grant.   

c. Hate has no home campaign: Commissioner Windless explained that in response to 
incidents (hate crimes) in the city she would like the Commission to launch a “Hate has no 
home” campaign. The families would like to stay anonymous. To stand in solidarity with 
these families, Commissioner Windless would like to sell lawn signs that say both “Hate has 
no Home in Dearborn Heights” and “Hate has no home here”. The Dearborn Heights signs 
would be the ones that are pushed the most, but she felt it was important to have an option 
for the followers of the Commission that do not live in Dearborn Heights. The signs are $11 
if we purchase 50 and we could sell them at face value or chose to run it as a fundraiser to 
pay for billboards of the same sign (one billboard on the north and south sides of Dearborn 
Heights). If we do not raise enough for the billboards, then we could use it towards the June 
initiatives. Commissioner Windless is in communication with Dearborn City Council 
Chairperson Dabaja regarding expanding the project to the city of Dearborn. The vote was 
unanimous to both run the hate has no home campaign and to use the lawn signs as a 
fundraiser with the caveat that we will be transparent with the public by letting them know a 
portion of the proceeds will be used for the billboards/other events.   

d. Summarization of meeting with police chief Meyers: Commissioner Gater is a part of a series 
through NAMI called “help not hand cuffs” which has mobile crisis units that are paired 
with police officers and jail divergence programs. Dearborn Heights police department is 
already partnered with ACCESS in Dearborn. They can streamline anyone who they meet to 
ACCESS for support in services. Chief Meyers stated he believes there is only one person 
that has used the services thus far. Commissioner Gater stated that she would like to stay on 
top of this. Commissioner Windless asked if we could bring Chief Meyers back to set new 
goals and introduce him to the new commissioners. Commissioner Ziembowicz asked if we 
could bring everyone up to speed prior to bringing Chief Meyers back. 

      e.   May celebratory ideas (e.g., foster care awareness, MH awareness, diversity walk, others): 
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Commissioner Gater stated the commission is behind for the month of May because we did 
not have a quorum at last week’s meeting, and she did not want to post anything without 
input from the commission.  
Commissioner Windless brought up two ideas to address these concerns.  
1. In other groups that she works in they still meet unofficially without a quorum, but they 
do not take a vote until the next meeting where a quorum is established. Commissioner 
Bazzi suggested that we reach out to see if this is a possibility. Commissioner Gater will 
reach out to Mayor Bazzi and Gary Miotke.  
2. Plan one month ahead in our meetings so that is no gap in communication with the public 
on what initiatives we are doing for the month.  
Commissioner Nicholson Bester would like us to do something for Pride Month and 
Juneteenth for the month of June. Commissioner Windless supports these two initiatives.  
Commissioner Ziembowicz will take the lead on Asian American and Pacific Islander 
Heritage Month on Facebook.  
Commissioner Windless is interested in doing something for Vista Maria in honor of Foster 
Care awareness. She would like to get information out about their mentor program. 
Diversity Walk should be moved to June as the end of May is too short notice. She will take 
the lead of this initiative and contact Vista Maria. Commissioner Nicholson Bester suggested 
that we do bags or suitcases too so that the children do not need to carry their belongings in 
a trash bag.  
Commissioner Gater will take the lead on Mental Health awareness month.  
Commissioner Ziembowicz suggested that the planning committee meet to start planning 
the details of all these initiatives. Commissioner Windless will send out an email to ask other 
members to join the planning committee. The meeting will be Sunday May 23, 2021 at 2 PM.  
Commissioner Gater would like us to start working on the diversity walk. She will investigate 
getting a permit from the City for us. Commissioner Gater will reach out to Hype, Canfield, 
and Richard A. Young regarding hosting the event on their property.  

      f.   Other business 
Commissioner Gater reached out to the Dearborn Heights magazine editor and he agreed to 
feature us in the magazine. We will be allowed to submit bios and a small paragraph about 
the commissions. If you have not submitted in your bio, please do so ASAP. 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Rachel LaPointe 
• suggested that we do signs in on our doors or windows to support mental health and 

show people they are not alone. This would be like the NAMI “you are not alone” 
project. Commissioner Ziembowicz will make a graphic for this that community 
members can print to put on their windows and doors. 

• are they looking into those emergency autism bags that other police depts. are getting? 
Commissioner Gater is not aware of this. She asked for Mrs. LaPointe to forward any 
information she has to her.  
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• are all those stats going to be on that new arx dashboard that was approved at the council 
meeting on Tuesday? Commissioner Windless stated that she believes these would be the 
same statistics that chief Meyers reported on last year. The dashboard is supposed to 
resemble the one that Westland police department has up.  

• Vista Maria has an amazon wish list and target wish list, they are taking limited in person 
donations 
 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Next meeting will be June 3, 2021 at 7 PM. Meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
Leslie Windless, Secretary  
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